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European Commission's clean air policy package
The European Commission's Clean Air Policy Package has been announced on 18 December 2013. The Clean Air Policy Package prioritises: compliance with existing air pollution laws by 2020 (mainly particles in Eastern Europe and nitrogen dioxide in Western Europe); and new national emissions ceilings for 2030 (link). ISEE had written to all European Commissioners urging the adoption of a bold package to improve public health. The Commission decided it could best improve public health by prioritising compliance rather than reopening the Air Quality Directive (at this time) because so many Member States are breaching the current laws and some were lobbying even for existing protections to be weakened instead of tightened.

Funding of European research  
There have been no new developments in this area. We discussed with members of the Scientific Advisory Board on Health of the Horizon2020 programme (the main research programme of the EU) expressing ISEE-Europe position. We have to follow-up with the SAB and with EU officers in the Health-Research area of the European members of the Commission. Applications to H2020 are sent this week, in a few months we will have a first evaluation of how much funding was attributed to epidemiology/public health and environmental health.
Senior members of ISEE Europe have been asked to serve as reviewers in the evaluation process. 

ISEE-Europe. Young Researchers Conference on Environmental Epidemiology
A proposal for the organization in end October of a young researchers conference in Europe has been discussed and a draft proposal sent to Francine Laden. The conference will focus on the exposome but the final topic has not been decided yet.

The Central and Eastern European Conference on Health and the Environment
The ISEE researchers from Cebtrak and Eastern European countries are organizing a regional conference in Romania (Cluj-Napoca) in May 25–30, 2014. This follows similar conferences in earlier years. It is endorsed by ISEE.
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